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The good news is that the baseline contract value 
of projects in the region’s Top Starts rankings rose to 
$127 million last year, more than double that of 2010. 
The not-so-good news is that the combined total of the 
25 projects in the rankings only reached $7.9 billion, a 
10% decline from 2010 and down 58% from the $18.6 
billion posted in 2009. 

The decline is in line with the latest data from Mc-
Graw-Hill Research & Analytics. It shows that 2011 
total starts for the entire New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut region fell 14% from 2010, to about $38 
billion. The regional industry, like the national market, 
continues to bounce along the bottom, analysts say.

However, this year’s rankings, which represent proj-
ects that initially broke ground last year, span a wide 
range of work—from the $1.2-billion redevelopment 
at New York City’s John F. Kennedy Airport to the 
$127-million Courtyard and Residence Inn Hotel proj-
ect in Manhattan. The rankings include a nearly even 
mix of public and private projects and are dominated 
by the transportation and institutional sectors. 

“I wouldn’t say we are in any great revival right now. 
Things are moving very slow out there,” says Robert 
Reager, president of Joseph Jingoli & Son, Lawrence-
ville, N.J. His firm did preconstruction work related to 
the Hudson Transmission Line project (p. 18), No. 2 

in the rankings. Reager says that Jingoli’s energy proj-
ects are moving ahead but that the region’s overall con-
struction market remains sluggish.

“You could say that some of the projects to break 
ground last year have worked their way through the 
system, after being in the planning stages for a while, 
Reager says. “They just wound up starting last year.”

That is how analysts view the strong showing in the 
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gotham city 
The $362-million, 
mixed-use 
Gotham West 
development in 
Manhattan is 
expected to be 
completed by 
June 2014.

Transportation, 
Institutional Work 
dominate rankings
Combined contract values of the 25 projects on the list declined as construction 
activity in the region remains sluggish  By esther d’amico 
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Adrift with the Current Prysmian 
Power’s cable-laying ship, the Giulio 
Verne, floats cable in the Hudson River.

don’t have them is because jobs are not growing suf-
ficiently,” he says. “We’ve had 20 office projects on the 
drawing board over the last few years—ready to go 
once the developers feel they have sufficient tenancy to 
justify construction.” 

All three of the residential towers on the rankings 
list this year, however, are in New York City. The largest 
of these is the $362-million Gotham West, No. 6 on the 
list. The mixed-use Gotham development consumes 
nearly an entire city block between W. 44th and W. 

45th streets and 10th and 11th avenues, with the resi-
dential portion of the project consisting of a 31-story 
tower and two, 14-story structures. 

The tristate’s total residential sector inched up just 
1% in 2011, to $8.7 billion, according to McGraw-
Hill Research. In New York City, however, this sector 
jumped 24% last year, to $2.9 billion.

“We went from 33,000 units authorized in 2008 to 
6,000 in 2009,” Anderson says. “The residential mar-
ket is hot again.”

catching rays The Long Island 
Solar Farm is the second-largest 
photovoltaic system built last year, 
behind Copper Mountain in Boulder 
City, Nev.
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A Power Cable Runs Through It
When completed in 2013, an eight-

mile-long power cable running from 

a Ridgefield, N.J., converter station 

into midtown Manhattan will provide 

New York Power Authority customers 

with access to more diverse sources 

of power, including renewable energy 

and natural gas. The plan has been 

hailed by officials on both sides of the 

Hudson as a way to provide lower 

electricity costs, improve reliability and 

create jobs. Even so, the project took 

six years to wind its way through the 

approval process of federal, state and 

local government authorities and to 

finally begin construction last May.

“This has been in the works and 

under development for a while,” says 

Christopher Hocker, vice president 

of planning at Fairfield, Conn.-based 

Powerbridge, which established the 

project’s owner Hudson Transmission 

Partners. But the scope of the work—

an $850-million, 660-MW underground 

transmission line that runs four miles 

under the Hudson River—had to be 

carefully vetted by numerous regula-

tors and stakeholders before it could 

be signed off on, he says.

“From our perspective, the project 

was able to be a go-ahead now 

because of the importance at this 

point of bringing power into New 

York,” says Patrick Reager, senior 

vice president of Joseph Jingoli & 

Son, Lawrenceville, N.J., which has a 

separate contract for site preparation 

at the Ridgefield converter station. The 

city is expected to eventually run into 

a power shortage as the energy load 

increases, he says.

The project will also include signifi-

cant upgrades and reinforcements to 

northern New Jersey’s transmission 

system as part of an agreement with 

PJM Interconnection, the region’s 

electric grid operator.

The power line begins in Ridge-

field, where a new converter station 

is being built on an old industrial 

site, requiring the demolition of a 

100,000-sq-ft warehouse, Reager 

says. Work included removing the 

underground concrete foundations of 

the warehouse to make way for the 

 HUDSON 
TRANSMISSION LINE

TOP STARTS
 NUMBER 2
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Energy projects also made a strong showing in the 
rankings this year. These include the Hudson Trans-
mission Line that will run from Ridgefield, N.J., to 
New York City, as well as two peaking station projects 
from a unit of this year’s Owner of the Year, PSEG.

One alternative energy project has made head-
lines: BP Solar and Met Life’s 32-MW solar energy 
farm, hosted on the Dept. of Energy’s Brookhaven 
National Laboratory’s (BNL) site in Upton, N.Y. The 
project is North America’s third-largest photovolta-

ic system and the second-largest built last year, be-
hind the Copper Mountain Solar Facility in Boulder 
City, Nev., says Richard Chandler, BP Solar project 
developer.

Long Island Power Authority will purchase energy 
from the farm, and BNL will study how weather pat-
terns in the Northeast affect the operation, says a BNL 
spokesman. The project, he adds, consists of 164,312 
solar panels and boasts the smallest footprint for a so-
lar array of its output.

jackpot 
The $510-million 
Resorts World 
in Queens was 
completed last 
month and 
includes 4,500 
video lottery 
terminals. 

New Direction The transmission line will provide access to 
more diverse sources of power.
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new piling installation, he says.

“We were [initially] contracted for 

150 days for the entire site,” Reager 

says. But that schedule was later 

shortened to 120 days. “We brought 

the project in 30 days ahead of sched-

ule for the owner,” he adds.

A joint venture of Germany’s 

Siemens Energy, Erlangen, and Italy’s 

Prysmian Power Cables & Systems, 

Milan, is the engineering, procure-

ment and construction contractor 

on the job. Siemens’ technology 

and equipment is being used at the 

Ridgefield station to covert alternat-

ing current (AC) from the PJM Inter-

connection system to direct current, 

and then back to AC at the same site, 

Hocker says.

Burns & Roe, Oradell, N.J., is 

providing engineering and architecture 

services on the project, and Birdsall 

Services Group, Sea Girt, N.J., is the 

engineer for the land-based portion of 

the cable.

Prysmian is responsible for the 

design, supply and installation of the 

345-kilovolt, high-voltage AC land and 

submarine line. In New Jersey, the 

power line will run about three miles 

from the converter station to the river 

in Edgewater.

The submarine cable, which will be 

buried a minimum of 10 ft below the 

Hudson’s bottom, traverses under 

the river for about four miles until it 

reaches Manhattan. Prysmian is using 

its cable-laying ship, the Giulio Verne, 

to install a bundle of three high-voltage 

submarine cables and two optical 

fiber data transmission cables under a 

portion of the river.  The company says 

it will install this cable system using its 

own designed hydro-plow machine.

The transmission line will exit the 

river between Piers 92 and 94 in Man-

hattan and run beneath the West Side 

Highway. It will end up at Con Edison’s 

substation at West 49th Street.

—Esther D’Amico
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Top Starts In the tristate region
Rank  Project  

Location
Project  
Cost

Start Date/  
End Date

Owner Project team

1 Delta/JFK IAT Redevelopment Terminal 4, 
Concourse B
Queens, N.Y.

$1.2  
billion

April 2011/
May 2013

Delta Airlines GC Turner Construction
Architect JV of Skidmore Owings & 
Merrill and Arup

2 Hudson Transmission Line
Ridgefield, N.J.-New York, N.Y.

$850 
million

May 2011/
July 2013

Hudson 
Transmission 
Partners

EPC Contractor JV of Siemens and 
Prysmian Cables & Systems
Engineering/Architecture Burns & Roe

3 No. 7 Subway Line Extension — Systems, 
Finishes, Core and Shell of Site A
New York, N.Y.

$542 
million

Aug. 2011/
June 2014

MTA Capital 
Construction

CM JV of Hill International, LiRo Engineers, 
and Henningson Durham & Richardson 
Architecture and Engineering
GC JV of Skanska and Railworks
Designer Dattner Architects

4 Resorts World
Queens, N.Y.

$510 
million

Jan. 2011/
Feb. 2012

New York State 
Division of Lottery

Developer Genting New York
CM Tutor Perini
Architect JCJ Architecture

5 NanoFabXtension & Expansion, Albany 
University
Albany, N.Y.

$366 
million

Sept. 2011/
Dec. 2012

Fuller Road 
Management Corp.

CM/Architect M+W Group

6 Gotham West
New York, N.Y.

$362 
million

June 2011/
June 2014

The Gotham 
Organization

CM Gotham Construction
Architect SLCE Architects

7 I-95/I-91/Route 34 Interchange 
Reconstruction, Contract E
New Haven, Conn.

$357 
million

April 2011/
Nov. 2016

Conn. DOT GC JV of O&G Industries and Tutor Perini
Design Engineer HW Lochner
Consulting Engineer Ammann & Whitney

8 86th Street Station Structure (2nd Avenue 
Subway)
New York, N.Y.

$332 
million

Sept. 2011/
Sept. 2014

MTA Capital 
Construction

CM Parsons Brinckerhoff
GC JV of Skanska and Traylor
Designer JV of AECOM and Arup

9 Whitney Museum of American Art
New York, N.Y.

$300 
million

July 2011/
Dec. 2014

Whitney Museum of 
American Art

CM Turner Construction
Architect Cooper Robertson & Partners

10 Long Island Solar Farm
Upton, N.Y.

$298 
million

Feb. 2011/
Nov. 2011

BP Solar 
International and Met 
Life

Builder/Developer/Designer BP Solar
Contractor Hawkeye

11 270-MW Natural Gas-Fired Plant
Kearny, N.J.

$255 
million

April 2011/
June 2012

PSE&G Civil GC Ferreira Construction
Engineer Worley Parsons Power

12 Law School/Dormitory, Fordham University
New York, N.Y.

$250 
million

Jan . 2011/
Aug. 2014

Fordham University GC Gotham Construction
Architect Pei Cobb Freed & Partners 
Architects

13 East Coast Tower II Apartment Building 
with Parking, Retail & Pools
Long Island City, N.Y.

$242 
million

July 2011/
Dec. 2013

TF Cornerstone GC TF Cornerstone
Architect SLCE Architects

14 Novo Nordisk American HQ,  
Redevelopment at Princeton Forrestal
Plainsboro, N.J.

$215 
million

Oct. 2011/
April 2013

JV of Ivy Realty, 
Intercontinental Real 
Estate Corp., LCOR 

CM Structure Tone
Architect HOK

15 Manhattan District 1/2/5 Garage &  
UPS Distribution Center
New York, N.Y.

$195 
million

May 2011/
Aug. 2014

NYC Department of 
Sanitation

GM JV of DeMatteis Construction and 
Darcon Construction
CM Turner Construction
Architect JV of Datner Architects and 
WXY Architecture & Urban Design

16 63rd Street Subway Station Upgrade  
(2nd Avenue Subway)
New York, N.Y.

$185 
million

Feb. 2011/
May 2014

MTA Capital 
Construction

CM Parsons Brinckerhoff
GC Judlau Contracting
Designer JV of AECOM and Arup

17 Jerome L Greene Research Building, 
Columbia University
New York, N.Y.

$175 
million

Jan. 2011/
June 2016

Columbia University 
Dept. Design & 
Construction

GC Lend Lease LMB
Architect Davis Brody Bond
Electrical & Mechanical Engineer Jaros 
Baum & Bolles

18 Moses Wheeler Bridge Reconstruction, 
Phase II
Stratford, Conn.

$166 
million

Aug. 2011/
Aug. 2016

Conn. DOT GC JV of Walsh Construction and PCL Civil 
Contractors
Design Engineer STV
Consulting Engineer HNTB and AECOM
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